
First Press 
December 2019 - January 2020 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

321 West First Avenue 
Miller, South Dakota 57362 

 
   P.O. Box 63         Pat Crackel, editor                                                                                                  
   www.millerpresby.com       secretarypresby@gmail.com 
 
   Rev. Brian Jones (605) 853-3386 
   www.millerpresbypastor@gmail.com 
 

From the 
Pastor’s Study 

At that time the disciples came to       
Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a 
child, whom he put among them, and 

said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you 

will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever becomes humble like this 

child is the greatest in the kingdom of    
heaven. Whoever welcomes one such 

child in my name welcomes me. 

Matthew 18:1-5(NRSV) 

 

You should receive this letter about Thanks-
giving time, and that means that we all have, 
or soon will have, Christmas on our minds.  
In the church we try not to get too far ahead 
of  ourselves, and we make sure that we inten-
tionally go through a season of  preparation 
for Christmas—a season we call Advent. 

 

But this newsletter covers December and Jan-
uary, so as I read the passage from Mathew’s 

Gospel, I was thinking that many of  us 
think about Christmas as being for chil-
dren.  And I think that is something we 
will want to reconsider.  

 

On one hand, we shortchange the holiday 
if  we make it all about children.  Some of  
the songs are geared toward children for 
sure.  And the presents and Santa speak 
pretty loudly to children.  But every adult 
I know needs the assurance that in Jesus 
Christ—God with us—we have a savior 
who is not only the true God of  all crea-
tion, but who is also—just as truly—one 
of  us.  If  Christmas means just that much 
to you, that will be a great plenty and a 
tremendous blessing.   

 

On the other hand, Jesus says that unless 
we become like children, we will not 
know the kingdom.  In Jesus’ time, chil-
dren had no status at all.  They were the 
most humble of  all God’s people.  As 
long as we are worrying about our status, 
and how we are seen in the community 

http://www.millerpresby.com
mailto:secretarypresby@gmail.com
http://www.millerpresbypastor@gmail.com


and in the world, we are not going to get a 
very good glimpse of  the Kingdom of  God.   

But if  we can humble ourselves—as Jesus 
did—so that we are not the center of  our 
very own universe, then we can begin to see 
the kingdom, on earth, as it is in heaven.  
That is my hope for us all in this season of  
Advent and in the upcoming Christmas   
season.  And I look forward to going 
through all of  that with you. 

    Blessings,         

    Brian Jones 

 

 

 

SESSION REPORT 

Session held its regular meetings on       

October 9th and November 6th at 8pm      

in the Campbell Library 

Communion 

October 6th   (served 108) 

 Funerals-Memorial & Prayer Services 

Alice Mareska   October 3, 2019 

Baptism 

Docson Gene Jones   October 27, 2019 

Weddings 

Taylor Droz and Chelsea Davis September 

21, 2019 

Amanda Mentzer and Austin Jacobsen 
September 29, 2019 (Round Lake MN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Start                                                                                                                              

  Thinking                                                                                                                               

   Pies 

 Greeters and Ushers 

 Our Church is in need of more volunteers to 
help usher and greet on Sunday mornings. If 
you would be able to do either of these im-

portant ministries-please let me know!   

    Thanks, 

    Patty 



CHURCH WEBSITE NEWS!!!!!! 

Please check out the church’s website at 
www.millerpresby.com.  There is much important 
information to be found there.  

The main page of the website has all the links for 
you to visit any of the many pages on the church 
website.  The tabs across the top are : 

HOME—which is the main page and has links to 
Scripture readings, Pastor Brian’s email address 
and Worship & Sunday School times 

ABOUT OUR CHURCH—which has church his-
tory, info and photos of our church library and the 
Photo Gallery which contains many photos 

EDUCATION—info on Christian Education of our 
church 

SERVICE & MISSIONS—info on church mis-
sions, Presbyterian Men and Presbyterian Women 
groups 
WORSHIP AND MUSIC  

MORE—where you can find more about our 
church community, calendar events & newsletters, 
sermon videos (posted weekly), church talent show 
videos and church contacts. 

The link to click on to watch past worship services  
allow you to watch over 2 years of sermons in the 
event you had to be absent or just missed some-
thing.  A tremendous amount of work has gone into 
this site, and it is all for you, so please come look 
around! 

 

The annual 
Choir 

Christmas 
Concert will 
be Sunday, 
December 

15 at 4:00 in 
the Church 
Sanctuary.  

Both the bell 
choir and 
the Sanctuary choir will be performing 

several selections.  

 

We are grateful to have choir director Janice 
Palmer and bell choir director Ray Caffee give 
their time and talents.  

Please come and enjoy these choirs as they have 
put in a lot of time and effort into beginning your 
Christmas season with music. 

A big thank you to Dee Sivertsen for designing 
our concert notices you see around town.  

The bell choir has been holding rehearsals on 
Wednesdays at 5:45 in preparation for the annual 
Christmas Concert on December 15th at 4:00.  
The group will also share music to residents of 
Prairie Good Samaritan Center and Courtyard 
Villa on December 4th.       

Following a well-deserved Christmas break, the 
choir will begin practicing again on Wednesdays 
at 6:00 beginning January 22.   

If you are interested in playing, let Ray or any of 
the ringers know—we can always use extra help! 

Submitted by  
Ray Caffee, director 
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Program practice schedule               

Sunday, Dec. 1 program practice during          

Sunday school                

Wednesday, Dec. 4  practice 4:00-5:00 PM

       

Saturday, Dec. 7 -DRESS REHEARSAL  

   3:00-5:00 PM 

Sunday, Dec. 8 – PROGRAM during church 

    arrive at 9:45 

NO Sunday school after the program on        

December 8. 

Wednesday, Dec. 25 – NO WEDNESDAY  

        NIGHT CLASSES 

Sunday, Dec. 29 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Wednesday, Jan. 1 – NO WEDNESDAY  

      NIGHT CLASSES 

Sunday, Jan. 5 and Wed. Jan. 8 classes               

     RESUME                     

Submitted by Tyann Jones   

Christian Education 
But the angel said to them “Do not be afraid; for 

see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord”.   

Luke 2:10 

We thank the Christian Education teachers and 

helpers for the great job they do in preparing and 

teaching their lessons. They take their ministries 

seriously and we are lucky to have them all as part 

of our church family. 

Kevin Hofer, Sarah DeHaai, and the Junior Youth 

group helped the Sunday school students create or-

naments and decorate the Christmas tree for the 

fellowship hall on November 24. 

 The Senior Youth group and Brian and Tyann 

Jones will travel to Redfield to cut a real tree, 

clothe it in Christmas splendor, and put it up in the 

sanctuary. 

A big THANK YOU to the gr. 6-8 teachers: Jody 

Speck, Cecilee Miner, Jennifer Poindexter-Runge, 

and Peter DeGeest for helping plan their portion of 

the Christmas Program.   

A big THANK YOU to Laura Duxbury who has 

been working hard on the Sunday school Christmas 

program. Kelly Duxbury and Brian and Tyann 

Jones are helping with this endeavor also. Follow-

ing is the practice schedule: 

 



 

Birthdays in December 

 2 – Joey Vrooman 

 3 – John Niederauer 

 4 – Dylan Templeton 

 5 – Bonnie Heasley 

 6 -- Kelly Johnson 

 7 – James Waldrop 

 8 – Serenity Johnson 

10 – Raymond Caffee  

13 – Mary Johnson  

        Joseph McClure 

14 – Hannah Caffee  

15 – Grace Hofer 

        Virginia Burgher 

        Peggy McInnis 

        Bernie Rombough 

16 – Lance DeHaai, 

        Brian Jones 

        Kynslee Muschitz 

18 – Barb Lager 

21 – Kaihlyn Anderberg 

23 – John E. Bertsch 

24 – Glenda Hilmer     

26 – Jim Jones 

       Carole Skinner  

28 – Gayle Vrooman 

        Wes McClure   

 

December Anniversaries 

 4 – Lester & Rosemary  

             Moeller 

23 – Bernie & Cindy Rombough 

Birthdays in January 

 2 – Rylie Moss 

4 – Wilma Jones 

       Wanda Stevens 

 6 – Darin Nelson 

       Kelly Johnson 

 7 -- Sally Resel  

 8 – Cody Fanning 

        Jake Fanning 

12 – Marcie Lander 

        Philip Testerman 

13 - Rilea Mielke 

14 – Jim Dyer  

17 – Amanda Mentzer 

        Carson Miner  

18 – Eli Jones 

        Tyann Jones 

        Jeff Meyer 

19 – Amanda Taylor 

21 – Tom Miner  

        Sylvia Wieseler 

        Jennie Caffee 

22 – Sheldon Waldrop  

24 – Carlie Selting 

     --Ivan Caffee 

25 – Dawn Haar 

26 – Peter DeGeest 

24 – Garner Sivertsen 

31 – Bennett DeHaai 

 

January Anniversaries 

22 – Bob & Barb Lager  

30 – David & Dee Sivertsen  

 

Greeters in December 

  2 – Joyce & Whitey Wie-
land 

  9 – Harriet Kopplin 

16– Mike & Kay Mentzer  

23– Sandra Selting 

30 – Jeff & Peggy Meyer 

 

Greeters in January 

  6 – Charlene Beckett 

13 – Doug Fritzsche 

20 –Julie Taylor 

27 – Robin & Gayle 
Vrooman  

 

Ushers in December 

Jeff & Peggy Meyer  

Brian & Jan Winter 

Ushers in January 

Please volunteer. 

 

Deacons in December 

Gayle Vrooman 

Teresa Eschenbaum 

 

Deacons in January 

Nancy Williams 

Sue Jones  


